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The Lost Year 2006:
Will The Federal Government Now
Get Serious About Climate Change

SEVERAL DECADEs AGO, I RAN ON THE CROss-COUNTRY TEAM FOR DON MiLLs 
Collegiate in Toronto. I remember one big race with 300 runners on a rainy 
November day at York University. At the start I tripped, fell on the pavement 
and was trampled. By the time I got to my feet, I was dead last. I had never felt 
so discouraged. I ran anyway and had one of my best races ever, passing all but 
twenty or so of the runners along the way to the finish line.

In 2006, Canada fell down in the race to save the biosphere from catastrophic 
climate change. Federal programs were slashed, and the importance of address-
ing global warming was downplayed. Prime Minister Stephen Harper publicly 
questioned whether burning of fossil fuels was responsible for global warming. 
An entire year was lost. This lost year came after a decade of Liberal procrasti-
nation, half-measures, and delays. Now, Canada is not far from dead last among 
the nations of the world in meeting Kyoto Protocol commitments to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

In the lost year of 2006, Canada also went from hero to zero in its international 
reputation on Kyoto. Former Liberal environment minister StØphane Dion, con-
sidered by many the best chair of any of the international Kyoto conferences for 
his efforts at COP11 in Montreal, was followed by Conservative Rona Ambrose, 
who did not even show up to international Kyoto meetings she was to chair. 

A chorus of politicians and newspaper columnists continued to whine through-
out 2006 that Canada could not possibly meet the target of a six percent reduc-
tion from 1990 levels by 2008 to 2012. Canadians will never make the necessary 
changes to their personal lives and businesses, they complained. 

Sierra Club of Canada has a more positive view about what Canadians, and 
their governments and industries, can achieve once we collectively make the 
commitment to tackle this formidable challenge. Canadians built a railway 
to the Pacific, helped defeat the most notorious tyrant in history, led interna-
tional efforts to close the hole in the ozone layer, and convinced industry and 
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American governments to stop acid rain. Let�s not give up on our Kyoto targets 
before we have even barely started to work to achieve them. 

Still, after so many years of weak efforts by Canadian governments, industry 
and citizens, achieving dramatic reductions in carbon pollution will surely not 
be easy. Many Canadians are discouraged, thinking that we can never get on 
track. At the same time, Canadians know that something is very wrong with 
the climate. The staggering hurricane year of 2005, the crazy winter weather in 
2006-2007, the ongoing one-in-a-thousand year Australian drought, the moun-

CANADA’s SPECiEs AT RisK ACT, AFFECTiONATELY KNOWN As SARA, BECAME LAW 
in June 2003. SARA can succeed only if it protects and recovers species in the 
wild and not just on paper. In essence this requires the following: the listing 
of species at risk based on science and not on politics; timely preparations of 
recovery strategies; identifying critical habitat in those strategies, and effective 
protection of both the species and its habitat.

Sierra Club of Canada played an important role in the development and pas-
sage of the legislation, and we have been a watchdog for its implementation 
ever since. We see a story of an incomplete and half-hearted implementation:

�	 Recovery strategies are not being completed within the prescribed time;

�	 Recovery strategies often do not identify critical habitat;

�	 In cases where provincial governments fail to act to protect species at risk, 
the federal government has failed to intervene as mandated by SARA;

�	 Activities that destroy the habitat of species at risk continue.

Three federal government bodies are responsible for implementing SARA: 
Environment Canada, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and Parks Canada. In July 
2006, the federal government released the results of an assessment it had com-
missioned in a report entitled Formative Evaluation of Federal Species at Risk 
Programs (Stratos, 2006). The report concurs that there are significant gaps 
in the implementation of SARA, stating that while the federal government is 

delivering on most of its mandatory requirements, �not all requirements have 
been met, or are likely to be met, given progress to date.� The report identifies 
some of the root causes of this insufficient progress:

�	 Cooperation between federal and provincial/territorial authorities has been 
insufficient.

�	 �A fully coordinated and federally consistent approach is not yet apparent� 
among the three federal departments responsible for implementing SARA.

�	 Core departments� activities to support aboriginal involvement have not 
been commensurate with the requirements of SARA.

�	 Not all supporting governance structures put in place to support implemen-
tation of the Act are working as intended. Key issues with respect to leader-
ship and direction for the federal Act remain to be addressed.

�	 Existing resource and capacity gaps limit the core departments� abilities to 
fully implement the Act and create legal and other risks for the government. 
Current program delivery is limited and �will be further impaired should 
funding decrease from $75 million to $45 million per annum as scheduled 
to begin in 2007-2008.

�	 The current shift away from a species-by-species approach and toward a 
more strategic ecosystem�and multi-species-based approach (still to be 
developed) creates uncertainty for the future implementation of key pro-
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A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know they shall never sit in. 
Greek Proverb
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Political, not partisan
ENViRONMENTALisM is POLiTiCAL. WHiLE OUR DAiLY iNDiViDUAL ACTiONs ARE 
very important, nothing has more impact on our environment than the deci-
sions made by various levels of government. Governments are meant to be a 
mechanism to give action to our society�s collective will.

Sierra Club of Canada�s role in politics is clear: we advocate practical solu-
tions to solve environmental problems, and visionary approaches to avoid 
problems before they occur. This means we act politically, that is, we express 
support for some policies and ideas and actively promote their adoption by 
legislatures and governments and we advocate against other policies. To 
do this effectively, it is essential that we remain non-partisan. We evaluate 
all policies, electoral platforms, and candidates equally, regardless of their 
affiliation with any political party. History shows us that governments of 
every political strip have contributed some good environmental policies and 
some bad.

Our real strength is the quality and objectivity of our policy analysis � this is 
what Canadians, the media, and even politicians turn to us for. We don�t see 
good or bad parties, good or bad candidates, only good or bad ideas, good 
or bad actions.

At the same time, partisan politics is what makes our political system work. 
It is what wins elections and forms governments. As an individual, you can 
play an important role in addition to being a Sierra Club of Canada member. 
You can join the ranks of Canadians who are actively involved in the politi-
cal process.

Firstly, be an engaged voter during election campaigns. Tell candidates and 
others that environmental issues are key in your decision on who to vote for. 
Participate in all-candidates meetings and ask questions. 

Secondly, support a candidate. If there is a candidate in your riding that you 
feel is strong on environmental issues, reward them with some practical sup-
port. Put up a lawn sign or volunteer for the campaign. Local races are often 
won on the strength of the local volunteer team.

Thirdly, if you want to take your involvement further, become an active 
member of the political party of your choice. Let�s be frank � there is not 
a single political party whose platform would not benefit from the involve-
ment of more Sierrans. 

In the end, government action on the environment improves when all politi-
cal parties feel that their environmental policies can win them votes or lose 
them seats.

Ten generations from now, no one will remember the logos of the parties or 
the personalities of the candidates, only the legacy we have all passed on to 
future generations in the integrity of global ecosystems.

Please send any comments or suggestions to  
Sierra Club of Canada Activist Newsletter,  

Suite 412, 1 Nicholas Street, Ottawa, ON K1N 7B7 
1-888-810-4204 fax: 613-241-2292
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Blame the Media as well as the Politicians?
WHY is iT THAT CANADA is sUCH A GLOBAL LAGGARD iN DOiNG OUR sHARE 
to stop global warming? Canada�s greenhouse gas emissions have grown 
nearly 30 per cent from 1990 levels since we signed the Kyoto Protocol 
rather than decreased 6 per cent as we promised. While other countries 
innovated and regulated to meet their Kyoto targets, Canada procrastinated 
and equivocated. 

Federally, we can blame the ChrØtien Liberals for 13 years of delays and half-
measures, and the Harper Conservatives for the lost year of 2006. Provincial 
governments took little responsibility until very recently when the Quebec 
and British Columbia governments announced credible plans. Ontario and 
Alberta remain laggards due to pressures from the automobile and oil and 
gas industries respectively. These and other industries have been content to 
block government action, and otherwise sit on their hands. 

Perhaps blame also should be apportioned to Canada�s chattering classes�
those media commentators, columnists, and editorialists who shape public 
opinion. I continue to be amazed at the lack of understanding of most 
journalists of the science of ecology and climatology several decades after 
the threat to humanity posed by global warming first became clear. If opin-
ion-leaders don�t get it, the public probably won�t either, and politicians will 
certainly take no action. 

Let�s focus on The Globe and Mail, not because it is the worst offender, but 
because its columnists are usually thoughtful and well-informed, and its 
reporting on the news of global warming has been reasonable. A few col-
umnists such as Eric Reguly and Jeffrey Simpson appear to have grasped 
the gravity of the climate crisis. Others appear sublimely ignorant or will-
fully blind. Margaret Wente claims that the Arctic ice cap will never melt, 
and rejects the overwhelming international consensus of climate scientists 
favouring those of the crankiest of climate cranks. Rex Murphy never loses 
an opportunity to sneer, comparing Al Gore�who actually studied clima-
tology�to Anna Nicole Smith. As a witness to the complete destruction of 
the northern cod fishery in his home province, he should understand that an 
ecological catastrophe caused by humans can strike hard and fast. Many of 
The Globe and Mail�s other columnists are hardly better informed. 

Why is this? I suspect that one reason is that few journalists have much sci-
ence education, One notable, if dated, exception was Dr. David Suzuki, who 
for some years wrote a regular column in The Globe and Mail. 

Wolfgang Sachs once wrote: �Eventually the world will no longer be divided 
by the ideologies of �left� and �right� but by those who accept ecological limits 
and those who don�t.� The human ecological footprint measured in terms 
of growth in population, resource consumption and pollution cannot grow 
indefinitely. Even accounting for our incredible adaptability, humans are not 
much different from cod in an ecological sense. 

If global warming is indeed the defining challenge for humanity in the 
21st century, perhaps it is time for The Globe and Mail and other media to hire 
commentators with some understanding of the ecological science underlying 
that challenge. 

Privacy Policy
Sierra Club of Canada is committed to protecting the privacy of all the individuals who support our 
conservation efforts. We strive to protect the privacy of our members and donors and ensure their 
trust and confidence with secure online transaction processes and confidential membership processes. 
In compliance with the new Privacy Act, we have developed Sierra Club of Canada�s Privacy Policy. 
You can find it on our website (www.sierraclub.ca), or a hard copy may be obtained by contacting the 
Privacy Officer at privacy@sierraclub.ca

Respecting your privacy is important to us
Occasionally, our membership list is made available to reputable companies and organizations whose 
products and services may be of interest to you. If you prefer not to have your name made available, 
please contact us at the following address:

	 Membership Services
	 Sierra Club of Canada, 412-1 Nicholas Street, Ottawa, ON K1N 7B7
	 1-888-810-4204 or (613)241-4611            membership@sierraclub.ca

Publications Mail Agreement No. 40052000
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: Membership Dept.
412-1 Nicholas Street, Ottawa, ON K1N 7B7
email: membership@sierraclub.ca 
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GIVE a MEmbERSHIp
A gift membership to Sierra Club of Canada is a great idea. It supports our work, 
your friend or loved one will appreciate your thoughtfulness and will benefit from the 
chance to learn more about environmental issues and how to get involved.  And it’s 
easy to sign up:

1. Sign up online with our user-friendly, bilingual membership form; or

2. Call Sierra Club of Canada at (888) 810-4204 and ask for Marilyn or Tania; or

3. Fill out a membership form and mail it to the office.

Why not give a membership as a gift? Please contact us at (888) 810 4204 for more 
details. 

ANNUaL GENERaL MEETINg
WEEKEND OF

NOVEmbER 24/25, 2007
IN OTTawa, ONTaRIO

Exact location, date and time will be available 
later in the year in Green Gazette (our electronic 

newsletter), on our website and in a future 
edition of SCAN, or by contacting our National 
office at 1-888-810-4204, or 613-241-4611.

ADVANCE NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Be good to the Earth

The Chinese use two brush strokes to write the word ‘crisis.’ One brush stroke stands for danger; the other for opportunity. In a cri-
sis, be aware of the danger - but recognize the opportunity.   

John F. Kennedy (1917–1963), Speech in Indianapolis, April 12, 1959 

Match the politician to the fact. (answers on page 6)

 1. Which Canadian politician has a dog named Kyoto? (There are two of them.) 

 2. Which Alberta MP taught high school biology and is Chair of the Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development?

 3. Which MP is Chair of the Conservative Party’s Energy Caucus?   

 4. Who was crowned “Greenest Prime Minister” in Canadian history during Earth Week 2006?

 5. Which city councilor swam twice the 1,400-kilometre length of the Fraser River to promote sustainable living within healthy riversheds and is executive 
director of the Rivershed Society of British Columbia?

 6. Which former federal Minister of the Environment was the first Canadian ever elected as President of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and created Canada’s first Marine Protected Areas?

 7. Which federal party leader has never owned a car?

 8. Whose house is painted bright green, has five solar roof panels, triple-paned windows for insulation, and a number of other green features?

 9. Which federal party leader was named Environmental Professional of the Year in 2000 by the International Association of Energy Engineers?

 10. Who owns and operates Green & Gold Inc. a business run on solar power that helped reduce the environmental impact of the Sydney Olympic Games?

 11. Which MP was President and CEO of the National Round Table on the Environment and the Economy?

 12. Which Manitoba Senator proposed a bill that allows communities to restrict personal watercraft such as jet-skis to reduce noise and water pollution, and 
received Sierra Club of Canada’s 2005 Lifetime Achievement Award?

 13. Which former North York M.P. and York University graduate (MES) was appointed Canada’s Ambassador for the Environment in 2005?

 14. Which MP hosted a series of five forums on climate change and a green agenda for the community, in her riding in 2007?

 15. Which MP has been B.C.’s Commissioner of Resources & Environment and Director of EcoTrust, an organization that promotes the building of a conservation 
economy along the rainforest coast?

 16. Which former Minister of the Environment established the Parliamentary Centre for Environmentally Sustainable Development and was awarded the Global 
500 Award by the United Nations Environment Programme?

 17. Who was the only MP in New Brunswick to publicly oppose federal investments to refurbish the Point Lepreau nuclear reactor?

A. Yvon Godin, MP Acadie-
Bathurst

B. David Chernushenko, 
Senior Deputy to the 
Leader of the Green Party 
of Canada

C. David McGuinty, MP 
Ottawa South

D. Charles Caccia

E. Stéphane Dion, leader of 
the Liberal Party

F. Libby Davies, MP 
Vancouver East

G. Stephen Owen, MP 
Vancouver Quadra

H. Karen Kraft Sloan

I. Elizabeth May, leader of 
the Green Party of Canada

J. Senator Mira Spivak

K. Coquitlam (B.C.) Councilor 
Fin Donnelly

L. Brad Trost, MP Saskatoon 
Humbolt

M. Olivia Chow, MP Trinity-
Spadina

N. David Anderson, former 
Liberal Minister  of 
Environment

O. Bob Mills, MP Red Deer

P. Former Progressive 
Conservative Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney

Q. Jack Layton, leader of the 
NDP party



1. Is your party committed to ensuring Canada meets its greenhouse gas reduction targets under the Kyoto Protocol?

2. What will you do specifically to make sure we meet our Kyoto targets?

3. How will you improve the protection and recovery of e
ndangered and threatened species?

4. Are you personally a member of any environmental organizations?

5. What specific achievements demonstrate your party’s commitment to solving environmental problems?

6. What are you doing to make sure that the environmental promises in your platform don’t get lost among shifting priorities after the election
?

7. Environment is my number one concern in this election—why should I vote for you over the other candidates?

8. Every Member of Parliament who has sat in the House of Commons since Canada signed the Kyoto Protocol in 1998 shares some of the blame for Canada’s failure 

to meet our targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. What will you do differently?

9. What will you do to better protect Canada’s national parks and expand the
 parks system?

10. Will your party commit to issuing regulations requiring that cars sold in Canada are as fuel-efficient as those sold in California?

11. Oil produced from the Alberta tar sands is the worst type of oil for the atmosphere and results as well in serious air and water pollution and destruction of boreal forests 

and wetlands.  Will your party stop subsidizing this development with taxpayers’ dollars and instead inves
t in energy conservation and renewable energy?

12. Oil companies are seeking government approval to build the Mackenzie Gas Project, the largest industrial project in the history of Canada’s North.  This Project will 

create a petro-industrial landscape in one of the Canada’s last great wildernesses on the planet, as well fuel the growth of tar sands oil production. Will your party approve 

this project or will you work to stop it?

Jean Langlois

Jean Langlois is Sierra Club of Canada’s National Campaigns Director.

ACTION ALERT!
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Twelve questions to ask
election candidates

During elections, candidates are competing for your vote. Why not make them work for it?  Here are some 
suggested questions to ask federal candidates on your doorstep or at all-candidates meetings.

gram components involving species assessment, recovery planning, and 
implementation, among others.

For over a decade, Sierra Club of Canada has focused on improving the pro-
tection and recovery of species at risk at the federal level in Canada. In almost 
all cases we act in collaboration with other organizations. Some examples 
follow.

We petitioned the federal Minister of the Environment to intervene in the case 
of the Little Smoky woodland caribou herd in west-central Alberta, because 
the provincial government was failing to effectively protect the herd and its 
habitat. We are also actively working with companies operating in the herd�s 
range to halt the ongoing habitat destruction. 

We also petitioned the federal Minister of the Environment to intervene in the 
case of the tiny cryptanthe, an endangered vascular plant with a population of 
less than 100 plants in Alberta and Saskatchewan.

We similarly petitioned the federal Minister of Environment to intervene in the 
cases of the endangered spotted owl, whose habitat continues to be destroyed 
by logging in British Columbia. 

All three cases remain unresolved.

In October 2006, Sierra Club of Canada and other organizations filed a com-
plaint to the Commission on Environmental Cooperation (CEC), alleging 
that Canada is failing to enforce the Species at Risk Act. The CEC monitors 
environmental compliance in Canada, the United States, and Mexico as part 
of the North American Free Trade Agreement. While awaiting the outcome of 

this complaint regarding SARA, we learned in February that a CEC investiga-
tion triggered by our previous complaint concluded that Canada has failed to 
enforce the Migratory Birds Convention Act against logging companies

As part of the Green Budget Coalition, we have worked hard to convince the 
federal government to provide the responsible departments with adequate 
funding for full implementation of SARA with notable success in the 2007 
federal budget. You can learn more at www.greenbudget.ca.

Sierra Club of Canada has participated in SARA-mandated consultations on 
the legal listing of species at risk. We strongly defend the view that listing 
species under SARA should be based exclusively on science�not politics. You 
can read our comments at www.sierraclub.ca/national/programs/biodiversity/
wilderness/endangered-species/sara-consultation.shtml.

We have also conducted independent reviews of the recovery strategies that 
have been prepared for key species. You can consult these reviews at www.
sierraclub.ca/national/programs/biodiversity/wilderness/endangered-species/
recovery-strategies.shtml

SARA�s fifth birthday will be in 2008, which means there will be a legislative 
review of the Act. Just as we have been engaged in improving the implemen-
tation of SARA, you can be sure that we will be working hard for necessary 
improvements to the legislation itself in 2008.

Jean Langlois and Elizabeth Boileau.

Jean Langlois is National Campaigns Director and Elizabeth Boileau is a campaign intern.
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