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PUTTING NATURE AT THE CENTRE

These days, it often feels like the very 
foundations of protecting, restoring, and 
enjoying nature are being challenged. Over 
the past year, Canada’s federal government 
and some provincial leaders are choosing to 
be only too willing collaborators in this death 
march, marching to the drum of the fossil fuel 
and nuclear lobbies. If we just get through 
this crisis, they tell us, we can then focus on 
luxuries such as clean air, water, and intact 
ecosystems.

These leaders could not be more wrong. 

We need intact nature and grassroots 
democracy now more than ever in an 
increasingly uncertain world. Which is why I 
am so proud of Sierra Club Canada’s new 
strategic plan, which focuses on uniting 
people to defend nature through justice and 
democracy. To me, our plan represents a 
bulwark of care and compassion at a time of 
ascendant cruelty and unfettered greed.

Thanks to you, our strategy is already paying 
off in spades. 

We are proud to be part of communities 
joining hands with neighbours to push back 
on oil drilling, gas plants, fracking, and 
nuclear power expansion, and in challenging 
narratives of the need for fossil fuels and 
nuclear when solar, wind, and storage, 
coupled with efficiency, will create a fairer 
and safer future.

In doing so, you are giving a voice to 
threatened wolves, whales, butterflies, and 
migratory birds - species who have an innate 
right to exist and from whose existence in the 
web of life we are able to live such rich lives.

You are helping train outdoor leaders who 
can confidently lead hikes and walks for 
others in their communities, giving the gift of 
deeper connection with nature and 
community we need more than ever. You are 
helping to plant seeds to restore species-rich 
habitats for pollinators and all that rely on 
them, including ourselves.

You are enabling us to challenge the anti-
democratic and destructive federal Building 
Canada Act and Ontario’s Bill C-5, and 
enabling us to deepen relationships with 
Indigenous leaders and experts who are 
speaking out to defend their rights and our 
shared obligations to the land.

And in spite of the uncertainty we are all 
facing these days, you helped us exceed our 
2025 year-end fundraising target. 

No question, the forces of the strongmen 
may feel ascendant these days - that is also a 
predictable part of their script. 

Through our work together, through your 
generous gifts, we can keep our light shining 
even as our leaders tell us we must succumb 
to the darkness. 

With deep gratitude,

Gretchen

What's coming next? 

Get involved at sierraclub.ca



Nature, Justice & Democracy 
(Our New Strategic Plan 2026-2029)

Last year, together, we launched Sierra 
Club Canada's new four-year Strategic 
Plan—a roadmap for building a nature-
centred society where communities, 
ecosystems, and future generations 
can thrive. 

Every legal challenge, every Wild Child 
adventure, every seed planted, every 
outdoor leader trained, every 
community brought together around 
offshore wind or environmental justice 
is part of this larger vision. 

Because of your support, we're already 
putting this plan into action. 

This report shares just a few of the ways you 
helped bring our new Strategic Plan to life 
during its very first year. 

What You Made Possible

BUILD 
DEMOCRATIC 
SOLUTIONS

DEFEND
NATURE

GROW THE 
MOVEMENT

CULTIVATE 
HOPE & 

BELONGING

Standing up for 
ecosystems, 
species, and 
communities 
through advocacy, 
legal action, and 
public pressure. 

Helping people 
connect with nature, 
one another, and 
their own power to 
create change. 

Sharing stories, 
supporting grassroots 

leadership, and ensuring 
communities most 
affected are heard.  

Advancing community-
led, justice-centred 

solutions to the climate 
and biodiversity crises. 

DEFEND NATURE

A New Generation of Right Whales

This spring, 23 North Atlantic right 
whale calves were born. 

For many supporters, this 
symbolizes more than just a wildlife 
success story; it reflects decades of 
advocacy, organizing, and 
persistence. 

Together, we fought a two-decade 
battle against offshore drilling in 
critical whale habitat. We stood 
alongside fishers, municipal leaders, 
Indigenous communities, tourism 
operators, and coastal residents to 
defend the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

We won important protections for 
these waters, helping ensure they 
remain a safe place for endangered 
whales to feed, migrate, and raise 
their young. 

Today, a new generation of right 
whales is swimming toward the Gulf. 

While their future isn't guaranteed, 
these 23 calves serve as a reminder 
that collective efforts to protect 
nature can result in recovery. 



Protecting Species at Risk in the Ottawa River Valley

"For now, the beautiful hillside and the 
threatened wildlife who live there are 
safe from the chainsaws and dynamite."

— Lynn Jones, Concerned Citizens of 

Renfrew County and Area

In 2025, we celebrated an important legal victory for 
wildlife near the proposed Near Surface Disposal 
Facility (NSDF) at Chalk River. When Canadian 
Nuclear Laboratories appealed the earlier court 
ruling, we continued the fight alongside Kebaowek 
First Nation, Concerned Citizens of Renfrew County 
and Area, and the Canadian Coalition for Nuclear 
Responsibility—and won again. The Federal Court of 
Appeal upheld the original decision, requiring the 
federal government to reconsider a permit that would 
have allowed the destruction of habitat protected 
under Canada's Species at Risk Act.

The permit would have authorized habitat destruction 
for several species at risk, including the threatened 
Blanding's turtle and the endangered little brown 
myotis and northern myotis bats. The forested hillside 
slated for clearing also provides habitat for a 
remarkable diversity of wildlife, including endangered 
eastern wolves, whose dens have been documented 
nearby. Had the permit remained in place, 
construction activities, including tree clearing and 
blasting, would have damaged or destroyed critical 
habitat relied upon by these vulnerable species.

This victory demonstrates the power of community 
action and persistence. Thanks to supporters like you, 
an ecologically significant landscape and the species 
that call it home remain protected while this 
important work continues.

Rights of Nature: Uplifting River Voices

Protecting nature begins with 
connection.

Last year Sierra Club Canada 
continued to support River Voices, 
an initiative of the Tenàgàdino 
Alliance dedicated to honouring the 
rights of the Tenàgàdino Zìbì / 
Gatineau River. Flowing through the 
unceded, unsurrendered territory of 
the Anishinabeg Algonquin Nation, 
the river has sustained communities, 
cultures, and ecosystems for 
generations.

One of the highlights of the year was 
a Youth Whitewater Paddle on the 

Tenàgàdino Zìbì, which brought 
together 22 youth, along with Elders, 
guides, and community volunteers 
for a day of paddling, learning, and 
connection to the river. Organized in 
collaboration with Kitigan Zibi 
community members and local 
paddling leaders, the event 
combined outdoor adventure with 
cultural teachings, environmental 
learning, and reflection. The day 
concluded with a Sharing Circle, 
where participants shared their 
experiences and emphasized the 
importance of protecting the river 
for future generations.



The initiative also strengthened 
relationships between Indigenous-led 
Rights of Nature movements across 
Canada. Through a learning exchange 
with the Innu community of Ekuanitshit, 
leaders from the Tenàgàdino Alliance 
deepened connections with those who 
successfully championed legal rights for 
the Muteshekau-shipu (Magpie River), 
one of the most recognized examples of 
Rights of Nature in the world. These 
conversations helped build solidarity, 
share knowledge, and explore how 
communities can work together to 
protect rivers and uphold their 
responsibilities as stewards of the land 
and water.

Beyond these gatherings, River Voices 
continues to foster education, 
storytelling, and community engagement 
around the growing Rights of Nature 
movement. By bringing people together 
on the land and water, the initiative 
encourages a simple but powerful idea: 
rivers are more than resources—they are 
living systems that deserve care, respect, 
and protection.

As communities across Canada explore 
new ways to safeguard ecosystems, River 
Voices is helping to build a future where 
both people and nature can thrive 
together.

Rights of Nature is a growing movement 
that recognizes rivers, forests, and 
ecosystems as living entities with the right 
to exist, flourish, and regenerate, while 
emphasizing our collective responsibility to 
protect them. 

Sierra Club Canada, in partnership with the 
Canadian Environmental Network, supports 
a national network of practitioners and 
experts seeking to advance the Rights of 
Nature through education and outreach, 
knowledge-sharing, and exploration of ways 
Rights of Nature approaches can be 
advanced in Canada.

What are 
Rights of 
Nature?



Last fall, federal Bill C-5 and Ontario's 
Bill 5 moved swiftly through their 
respective legislatures — granting 
governments sweeping powers to fast-
track projects by exempting them from 
environmental assessments, species 
protections, and the duty to consult 
Indigenous Nations. If upheld, these 
laws could set a precedent allowing 
governments to bypass environmental 
safeguards, species protections, and 
Indigenous rights whenever projects 
are deemed politically or economically 
expedient.

In response, 14 First Nations launched a 
constitutional legal challenge, 
represented by Senior Counsel Kate 
Kempton, and invited civil society to 
stand alongside them as legal 
intervenors. Thanks to your support, 
we've been able to help coordinate that 
intervention — building a coalition that 
now includes Sierra Club Canada and 
Sierra Club BC, Water Watchers, Pax 
Christi Toronto, and Indigenous-led 
groups like 8th Fire Rising and 
Algonquin Youth Collective. 

This spring, we co-hosted Disarming Bill 
C-5/5: Indigenous Defence of Land & 
Democracy, a webinar bringing together 
legal counsel, frontline land defenders, 
and Indigenous youth organizers to 
explain what's at stake and how people 
can get involved. We've also been 
showing up in person — speaking at 
gatherings like the Keepers of the 
Water and Mikisew First Nation’s 
Tailings conference in Edmonton — to 
connect this fight to the longer story of 
water protection and treaty rights 
across Turtle Island. The legal challenge 
won't undo this legislation on its own, 
but it draws a line: decisions about land, 
water, and consultation can't simply be 
made behind closed doors. Supporters 
made it possible for us to be at the table 
for this work, and to keep building the 
cross-movement coalition needed to 
hold that line.

As this legal challenge moves forward, 
supporters are helping ensure that 
communities, not just governments and 
corporations, have a voice in decisions 
that will shape the future of our lands 
and waters.

The fight to shut down this aging 
pipeline beneath the Great Lakes 
continues — carried forward by 
Indigenous-led legal challenges and 
the cross-border coalition we helped 
build over many years. The 
relationships, the legal groundwork, 
and the public attention raised 
through community screenings of 
Bad River, Earth Day gatherings on 
Walpole Island, and the children-led 
Great Fish Fold, which saw more 
than 86,000 origami fish created in 
defence of the Great Lakes, all 
remain part of the foundation on 
which this work stands. 

We're proud of what supporters 
helped make possible: years of 
pressure that kept this pipeline in 
the public eye and treaty rights at 
the centre of the conversation. That 

work is also leading to new 
collaborations— many of the same 
coalition partners, and the same 
commitment to protecting the Great 
Lakes, now show up in our continued 
fight against Bill C-5 and Bill 5. The 
thread connecting Line 5 to that 
work is the same one that's always 
been there: water, treaty 
responsibility, and the people who 
refuse to let either be sacrificed 
quietly. 

We are still in close connection with 
Bad River Band Elder Joe Bates, who 
shares drone updates on the 
heartbreaking reality they face as 
the pipeline reroute is under 
construction. Sometimes solidarity 
isn’t just in coming together in the 
fight – it’s also in holding one 
another as losses unravel. 

Bill C-5 / Bill 5 Line 5 

Because of You,
NATURE HAD A VOICE IN COURT



Building Democratic Solutions

Building a Just Offshore Wind Future 

Atlantic Canada has tremendous potential to become a leader 
in renewable energy, and this year Sierra Club Canada helped 
lay the groundwork for a responsible offshore wind future. 

Through the Atlantic Offshore Wind Coalition, in partnership 
with Ecology Action Centre and East Coast Environmental Law, 
we are working to ensure that offshore wind development is 
guided by strong environmental protections, meaningful public 
participation, and respect for Indigenous rights. 

As with any major energy project, how offshore wind is 
developed matters. Done well, it can help reduce emissions, 
strengthen local economies, and support Atlantic Canada's 
clean energy future while protecting marine ecosystems and 
respecting the people who depend on them. 

This year, we focused on helping communities better 
understand and engage with this emerging industry. Together 
with our partners, we co-hosted a public webinar explaining 
Nova Scotia's offshore wind licensing process, brought together 
11 organizations to explore how community engagement 
around offshore wind can be strengthened, presented on the 
future of offshore wind in Newfoundland and Labrador at the 
ENGO Summit NL 2026: Forging Shared Paths, attended 
Energy NL's Annual Conference & Exhibition to engage with 
industry and stakeholders, and launched the Atlantic Offshore 
Wind Coalition website as a trusted source of information and 
resources. 

As we reflect on the first year of this initiative, one thing is 
clear: a just energy transition in Atlantic Canada must be built 
by Atlantic communities, not simply for them. Thanks to your 
support, we are helping ensure Atlantic Canada's renewable 
energy future is shaped by collaboration, transparency, and 
care for both people and nature.

At a time when we are deeply 
challenged by federal backsliding on 
climate policies, your support has 
been our anchor. When 
governments falter, the power shifts 
back to the people. Because of you, 
we didn't just push back against 
fossil fuel expansion this year—we 
built a cross-sector coalition of 
neighbours, workers, and advocates 
demanding clean, affordable energy. 

This past year, your generosity 
helped us reach nearly 15,000 
households across New Brunswick 
with bilingual resources explaining 
how costly fossil gas projects are 
driving higher electricity bills. 
Despite major tech companies 
implementing aggressive new AI 
filters in 2026 that made digital 
outreach more challenging than ever, 
we adapted our approach and 
connected with more than 21,000 
people online and welcomed 502 
new email subscribers to the 
movement.

Your support also brought people 
together where change begins—in 

their own communities. More than 
300 people participated in public 
meetings in Moncton, Antigonish, 
and Fredericton, where residents, 
labour organizations, environmental 
groups, anti-poverty advocates, and 
seniors worked together to build a 
shared vision for Atlantic Canada's 
energy future. These conversations 
strengthened a broad coalition 
united around affordable, renewable 
energy and a transition that puts 
people—not fossil fuel interests—
first.

Together, we also continue holding 
decision-makers accountable. 
Supporters signed declarations 
opposing fracking, called for 
stronger federal environmental 
oversight of proposed gas projects, 
and helped bring these concerns 
directly to elected officials through 
legislative presentations and policy 
briefings. At the same time, our work 
reached audiences across regional 
and national media, helping ensure 
these conversations remained in the 
public eye.

Powering Energy Democracy 



The proposed Bay du Nord offshore oil project 
remains one of the largest new fossil fuel 
developments under consideration in Canada. 
While our legal challenge to the project's 
approval was ultimately unsuccessful this spring, 
your support ensured that our work did not end 
in the courtroom. 

Together, we're continuing to build the public 
momentum, community leadership, and 
partnerships needed for a just transition—one 
that protects marine ecosystems, respects 
Indigenous rights, and creates a resilient future 
beyond offshore oil. 

This past year, your generosity helped us 
strengthen communities across Newfoundland 
and Labrador through three Eco-Cultural Labs 
that brought together local residents to share 
knowledge, map community resources, and 
explore climate resilience through Indigenous 
perspectives on stewardship, food security, and 
living with the land. 

You also helped advance important 
conversations about a just transition by 
supporting partnerships with local organizations, 
community leaders, and advocates. Through 
podcasts, media outreach, and public 
engagement, we continued building 
understanding of the opportunities for a 
renewable future and the importance of 
reducing reliance on new offshore oil 
development. 

Your support also made possible Sacred 
Threads, a unique gathering that celebrated 
2SLGBTQ+ voices in environmental justice 
and disaster preparedness. Through art, 
storytelling, and shared experiences, 
participants explored climate grief, 
strengthened community resilience, and 
deepened connections to one another and 
the places they call home. 

At the same time, we continued working 
alongside partners across Canada and 
internationally to hold Equinor and 
governments accountable. Through public 
education, media engagement, and advocacy, 
we kept attention focused on the ecological 
risks of Bay du Nord, the importance of 
protecting marine ecosystems, and the need 
to avoid further public investment in new 
fossil fuel projects. 

Progress is rarely linear. Even when legal 
challenges fall short, every conversation, 
partnership, and community gathering helps 
build the stronger, more resilient movement 
needed to shape Canada's energy future.
Thank you for standing with communities 
working toward a future powered by justice, 
resilience, and clean energy.

Bay Du Nord: Standing Resilient Together



Cultivating Hope & Belonging

Our Wild Child programs in Edmonton continue to 
create meaningful opportunities for children and 
youth to thrive in nature. This year, our programs 
have provided over 11,000 hours of outdoor play to 
nearly 450 children and youth in the Edmonton 
area. This time spent in our urban parks has been 
essential in building a long-lasting relationship of 
gratitude and respect for our city's natural areas. 

Alongside our homeschool and preschool-age 
programs, we were also thrilled to run over 10  
professional development day programs, providing 
traditionally schooled children with the opportunity 
to experience our unstructured, child-led activities. 

We are also so grateful to the Argyll Community 
Hall for generously providing indoor space for our 
programs during cold weather and periods of poor 
air quality.

An exciting summer season is wrapping up now. 
Participants of diverse ages enjoyed the outdoor 
activities and are returning to school with new 
skills and stories.

We are excited to continue supporting 
our community and offering unique, 
meaningful experiences in nature to 
children and youth. As we enter our 
9th year of programming on PEI, we 
see participants who have aged out of 
the program grow into confident 
young adults with strong, unwavering 
voices that speak for the environment 
and care deeply for the fragile 
ecosystem here on PEI. 

In the words of Jacques Yves 
Cousteau, “We only protect what we 
love, we only love what we understand, 
and we only understand what we are 
taught”.

Wild Child Edmonton

Wild Child PEI

“We have seen such 
incredible growth in Willow 

within nature and social 
connections, and you are all 

a massive part of this! So 
appreciate you all and the 

beautiful work you are doing.”

— Lindsay

“I appreciate the time and 
care you have taken to set up 

such a special space for our 
kids to connect with nature 

and grow comfortable in it… 
regardless of the weather.”

- Theresia 

Wild Child PEI continued to make a 
significant impact in 2025. A parent 
shared, "I truly value the accessibility 
of the program - that every child has a 
chance to play and explore nature. The 
counsellors are so wonderful and do 
such amazing work with our children." 

This is reflected in our numbers: we 
invited 711 participants to join us at 
our forest school programs and 
summer camps across 55 programs, 
resulting in children and youth 
spending a total of 17,454.5 hours 
outside with us!  Thanks to our 
wonderful funders and community, 
40.65% of our program spots are free 
or subsidized for families who would 
otherwise be unable to access our 
programs!

We also continued our partnerships 
with PEERS Alliance to run our Roots 
& Shoots program for trans and 
gender-diverse children, as well as our 
Walk the Earth Program in Partnership 
with the Mi'kmaq Family Resource 
Center, where we ran an outdoor 
program for off-reserve Indigenous 
children to build deeper connections 
with the land. We also ran Nature 
Immersion, a program that takes 
children in traditional child care and 
schools outside to local green spaces 
to learn about the nature that is right 
outside their doors. Funding from the 
Wildlife Conservation Fund made this 
possible.



Sometimes, the most meaningful change 
begins with something small.

A handful of seeds. A patch of soil. A 
neighbour sharing knowledge. A community 
coming together to care for the places they 
call home.

Through It Starts with a Seed (formerly Let’s 
Plant), Sierra Club Canada supporters, 
volunteers, youth ambassadors, and 
community partners are helping restore 
habitat for pollinators and other wildlife 
across the country. What began as a simple 
idea—to distribute native seeds and 
empower people to take action where they 
live—has grown into a national movement.

Over the past year, 11 million native, 
pollinator-supporting seeds were 
distributed across the country with the help 
of approximately 550 volunteers. Together, 
they helped bring native plants to 
schoolyards, backyards, parks, community 
gardens, and natural areas—creating new 
habitat for bees, butterflies, and other 
pollinators that play a vital role in healthy 
ecosystems.

The program is about more than planting 
flowers. It is about restoring biodiversity, 
reconnecting people with nature, and 
empowering communities to take 
environmental action close to home. 
Through webinars, Seedy Saturday events, 
and local partnerships, participants shared 
knowledge, exchanged seeds, and learned 
how small actions can contribute to lasting 
ecological change.

It Starts with a Seed

DANDELION FRITTERS

• Around 2 cups of freshly picked dandelion flowers

• 1/3 cup of flour

• 1 teaspoon baking powder

• 1/3 cup corn meal

• 1 egg

• Dash of salt

• enough water to make a good consistency

• Generous amount of oil that can withstand high heat

Ingredients

Directions

Mix the dry ingredients together and then 
add the egg and water. Combine well.

Dip the flower blossoms into the batter, 
coating both sides.

Once well-coated, fry in hot oil until golden 
brown.

Place on paper towel

Enjoy with whatever topping you want 
(maple syrup, cinnamon, and/or sugar are 
delicious!)

1.  

2. 

3. 

4.  

5. 

Wild Child PEI



“The simple act of gardening can be revolutionary, 
and it all begins with a seed. Seeds transform 
communities—ecological communities and human 
communities. With the support of It Starts with a 
Seed, I've had the privilege of being part of 
something beautiful in my own community—
people coming together with a sense of hope and 
agency, to plant the seeds and nurture the gardens 
that pollinators and birds need to thrive. Together 
we're planting, learning, and aspiring towards a 
brighter future.”

— Brenna Latimore, Seed Diplomat, Clearview 

Township, Clearview Sustainability Network

Growing a Movement for Nature

Sierra Club Canada is powered by people 
who care deeply about protecting and 
restoring nature. This year, our members 
continued to turn that commitment into 
action—supporting campaigns, building 
community, and helping create 
opportunities for others to connect with 
the natural world.

This year also marked the launch of our 
inaugural Outdoor Leaders Training (OLT) 
program. Developed in response to 
member interest, the training equips 
participants with the skills and confidence 
to lead outdoor experiences in their own 
communities. The program attracted 18 
new members in a single month, and 11 
participants successfully completed the 
training. Participants gained practical skills 
in everything needed to facilitate 
successful outdoor experiences, including 
event planning, conservation messaging, 
and hazard management.   

One participant reflected on the 
experience:

“The Outdoor Leader Training was amazing! 
As someone passionate about environmental 

education, community engagement, and 
helping people connect with nature, this was 
such a valuable experience. I’m excited to 
continue applying these skills in future hikes, 
workshops, and community-led outdoor 
activities.”

By investing in leadership development, 
we're helping create more opportunities 
for people to connect with nature while 
building a stronger environmental 
movement for the future.

We're also encouraged by the growth of 
our membership community. In the first 
half of 2026, we welcomed 39 new 
members—surpassing the 22 who joined 
in all of 2025. This growth reflects the 
increasing number of people who share 
our vision of a nature-centred society and 
are ready to take action in support of it.

To every member, donor, volunteer, and 
supporter: thank you. Every campaign 
advanced, every habitat restored, and 
every new leader trained is possible 
because of your commitment. Together, 
we are building a stronger movement for 
nature, justice, and democracy.

Membership

We are grateful to the volunteers, 
ambassadors, community partners, 
and supporters who have helped this 
initiative grow. We are especially 
thankful to our generous partner, 
Dutchman's Gold, whose continued 
support has helped put millions of 
native, pollinator-supporting seeds 
into the hands of people ready to 
restore habitat in their own 
communities. Every seed planted is 
an act of hope—and a reminder that 
when people work together, even 
the smallest actions can grow into 
something extraordinary.

Sometimes, change really does start 
with a seed. On behalf of the 
pollinators, we thank you.



In a rapidly changing media landscape, 
sharing trusted information and 
uplifting community voices is more 
important than ever. Through our 
newsletters, podcasts, media coverage, 
and other communications, we’re 
pairing the bigger picture of 
environmental issues in Canada with 
local initiatives to protect the 
environment and good news stories 
from chapters and programs. 

Between September 2025 and May 
2026, our communications reached 
more than 680,000 people - 
highlighting ways to take action and a 
wide array of opportunities for folks to 
get outside in nature, such as Outdoor 
Leadership Training and Wild Child. 
From raising awareness of the risks of 
nuclear waste (and of related legal 
wins), to helping people plant seeds, 
we're helping to reinforce and inform a 
connected community that cares. 

This past year, our communications 
have also helped bring Canadians on 
board with a renewable path forward 
for Canada - one where we adequately 
tax big oil and gas. Polling shows that 
70% of Canadians would feel pride if 
Canada became a renewable energy 
superpower, while 69% support 
government regulations to limit 
greenhouse gas emissions from oil and 

gas companies. We're encouraged by 
polling indicating that pro-renewable 
and pro-excess-profits-tax messages 
are gaining support from a strong 
majority of people from Alberta to 
Newfoundland and Labrador - 
locations that have been key to our 
messaging and efforts to unite the 
country around a renewable future.

We've also sought to highlight the 
dangers of government deregulation 
and democratic erosion. As Canadians' 
views go renewable, policies are sadly 
going in the other direction. We have 
called out the increasingly dangerous 
course governments in Canada are 
setting by wasting tens of billions in 
taxpayer dollars to build out 
marketless oil and gas projects and to 
artificially create demand for oil and 
gas through AI data centres. We are 
de-flooding the zone.

In all this, it's our connections to 
communities and the grassroots that 
set our communications apart and 
allow us to get ahead of the issues 
before they happen. It means we can 
get people the information and tools 
they need - like information on how to 
have difficult conversations or make 
change locally - when governments 
won't act.

Podcast

Young people are already helping 
shape a more sustainable future, and 
Sierra Youth is creating spaces for 
them to learn, connect, and lead. 

This year, Sierra Youth welcomed 
approximately 40 new volunteers in 
just two months and expanded its 
leadership structure, creating 
committees focused on 
communications, design, grants, 
events, outreach, and policy 
research. These youth-led teams are 
helping build a stronger national 
network of environmental leaders 
and advocates. 

One standout initiative was a 
December Seed Giveaway campaign. 
Youth volunteers distributed more 
than 100,000 seeds along with 
handwritten holiday cards, 
encouraging people to celebrate the 
season by giving gifts that support 
pollinators and local ecosystems. 
Participants later used the seeds in 
pollinator research projects, 
contributed seed packets for future 
youth outreach efforts, and 
supported community cleanups—
demonstrating how small actions 
can inspire lasting environmental 
stewardship. 

Throughout the year, Sierra Youth 
members partnered with schools, 
nonprofits, community 
organizations, and local businesses 
to share environmental knowledge 
and inspire action. By bringing 
environmental education into 
communities and creating 
opportunities for young people to 
connect with one another, Sierra 
Youth is helping cultivate a new 
generation of leaders who care 
deeply about nature and their 
communities. 

Through creativity, collaboration, 
and grassroots action, Sierra Youth is 
helping build the hope, leadership, 
and sense of belonging needed to 
create a nature-centred future.

Sierra Youth



British Columbia

Working with our sister 
organization, Sierra 
Club BC, to highlight 
the dangers of new 
pipeline proposals and 
protect forests.

Atlantic Canada
Energy Democracy
Building support for 

community-led offshore 

wind and renewable 

energy solutions. 

Bay du Nord

Prairies
It Starts with a Seed
Native seed 
distribution and 
habitat restoration 
across the Prairies.

Wild Child 
Edmonton

From coast to coast, our supporters are taking 
action to put nature at the centre of society.

Gatineau River, Quebec

Rights of Nature
Supporting the Tenàgàdino 

Alliance’s work toward the 

river's legal recognition.

Wild Child PEI
One of the most inspiring examples of 
environmental leadership this year came 
from a Grade 12 Outdoor Leadership 
class at Bur Oak Secondary School. 

Wanting to make a difference, students 
organized a thrift shop fundraiser that 
collected and resold donated items to 
support Sierra Club Canada's work. 
Together, they raised $586 for 
environmental action while encouraging 
their peers to think critically about 
consumerism, waste, and the influence of 
social media. 

By giving second-hand items a new life, 
these students showed how small actions 
can create meaningful change. Their 
creativity, teamwork, and commitment to 
sustainability remind us that young 
people are not waiting for the future—
they are helping shape it today. 

We are deeply grateful for their support 
and inspired by the leadership they have 
shown.

Bur Oak Secondary School Fundraiser 
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It Starts with a Seed

MILLION SEEDS

67% of Canadians prefer renewables over oil and gas

91% say nature is one of Canada's most valuable assets

90% believe nature helps build a sustainable economy
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This Work Belongs to
All of Us 

A. Lawrence Berry Family 
Environment Fund

Benefaction Foundation

Canadian Tire Jumpstart 
Charities

Carolyn Garlich and Peter 
Miller Gift Fund

Charities Aid Foundation 
Canada – Anonymous 
donor

Clean Foundation

Community Sector Council 
of Newfoundland and 
Labrador

DI Foundation

Ducthman’s Gold

ECO Canada

ECHO Foundation

Ecology Action Centre

Energy Transition Fund

Gaia Fund at the 
Edmonton Community 
Foundation

MakeWay Foundation

McConnell Foundation

Mi'kmaq Family Resource 
Centre

The Morris & Rosalind 
Goodman Family 
Foundation

New Roots Herbal Inc.

Nova Scotia Federation of 
Labour

Open Sky

Orchestre de L'Agora

Passamaquoddy 
Recognition Group

Patagonia Halifax

Patagonia Ottawa

PEERS Alliance

PEI Wildlife Conservation 
Fund

Peter Fuller & Four 
Seasons Memorial Fund

Peter Gilgan Foundation

Province of Prince Edward 
Island

Rotary Club of 
Charlottetown

S & C Electric Canada Ltd

Salal Foundation

Skills PEI

Trottier Foundation

United Way Maritimes

William H. and Nora 
Hickson Kelly Fund – 
Ottawa Community 
Foundation

To our foundation and organizational 
partners, thank you for your trust and 
generosity. Your support makes it 
possible to pursue bold ideas, respond 
to urgent challenges, and create 
lasting change. 

NPO's and foundations Donations - individuals and corporate Government funding 

 Interest revenue (0.2%) Bequests Registration (Wild Child)

13.9%

13.9%

14.6%

41.8%15.6%

Revenue Sources 2025

Program Operations        Development

14.0%

73.2%

12.8%

Expenditure 2025



We would like to thank Sierra 
Club Canada staff, board 
members, and volunteers who 
help make this work possible. 

Staff

Gretchen Fitzgerald, Executive 
Director

Kristina Jackson, Finance and 
Operations Manager

Taylor Farrugia, Development 
Manager

Conor Curtis, Director of 
Communications

Chenille Callender, Grassroots 
Engagement and Membership 
Coordinator

Program Leads 

Trista Helgeson, Project 
Coordinator, Wild Child Edmonton

Hannah Gehrels, PEI Wild Child 
Projects Manager

Ulrich vom Hagen, Atlantic Energy 
Manager

Shauna Kelly- Offshore Wind 
Coordinator

Board 

Julie Rennick, President

Nicole Tomasic, Vice President & 
Yukon and BC Director

Shirley Barnea, Québec Director

Samuel Eisner, Atlantic Director

Heather McKinnon, Ontario 
Director

Len Polsky, Prairie Director

Ruando van Rooi, Sierra Youth 
Director

Karen McCallum, Director at Large

Andrea Fugeman-Millar, Director at 
Large

Andrea Miller, Director at Large

Caryn Dooner, Director at Large

Micheal Fountain, Director at Large

Frank Wilson, Director at Large

Laëtitia Eyssartel, Treasurer

What's coming next? 

Get involved at sierraclub.ca


